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The site 4 1 FY 58 w a s d i s c o v e r e d on U.S. 71 i n e a s t e r n F a y e t t e County and r e p o r t e d i n 1973 by t h e s u r v e y a r c h a e o l o g i s t o f t h e Texas Highway Department. S u r f a c e i n d i c a t i o n s w e r e h i g h l y e n c o u r a g i n g and t h e s i t e was recommended f o r e x t e n s i v e i n v e s t i g a -
The site is l o c a t e d on a g r a v e l t e r r a c e above t h e e x t e n s i v e f l o o d p l a i n o f t h e Colorado R i v e r . The s i t e f a c e s s o u t h j u s t above a small s p r i n g e m i t t i n g from t h e t e r r a c e g r a v e l s . Expectat i o n s were e x c e l l e n t , Under A n t i q u i t i e s Committee P e r m i t f o r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l I n v e s t ig a t i o n No. 59, e x c a v a t i o n began on J u l y 1 2 a n d c o n t i n u e d t o J u l y 1 6 , 1974. During t h i s t i m e it became a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e s i t e w a s f a r l e s s e x t e n s i v e t h a n o r i g i n a l l y b e l i e v e d and i n a h i g h l y d i s t u r b e d c o n d i t i o n . D i s a p p o i n t m e n t was enhanced by a v e r y s h a l l o w d e p t h o f d e p o s i t . On t h e a v e r a g e , c u l t u r a l material w a s concent r a t e d i n t h e u p p e r 6" and n e v e r e x c e e d e d one f o o t i n d e p t h .
Below t h a t l e v e l , t h e c o v e r i n g t o p s o i l merged i n t o u n d e r l y i n g g r a v e l b e d s . These g r a v e l s p r o b a b l y s e r v e d a s t h e s o u r c e o f s u i t -. a b l e l i t h i c materials b u t p r e c l u d e d t h e development o f s t r a t i f i e d p o s i t i o n s and g r e a t l y hampered e x c a v a t i o n .
C u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l a p p e a r e d c o n c e n t r a t e d i n o n l y one s m a l l p o r t i o n o f t h e k n o l l . T h i s a r e a o f c o n c e n t r a t i o n had been c u l t i v a t e d f o r a number o f y e a r s a s a g a r d e n b e i n g t h e o n l y sandy
area o n t h e s i t e and w a s i n a h i g h l y d i s t u r b e d s t a t e . M a t e r i a l had been c o l l e c t e d from t h e s i t e f o r a number o f y e a r s and a s a r e s u l t , d i a g n o s t i c a r t i f a c t s w e r e p r e s e n t i n o n l y s m a l l numbers.
S c r e e n i n g t h r o u g h 1 / 4 i n c h mesh r e s u l t e d i n r e c o v e r y o f t h e c u l t u r a l material m o s t o f which w a s t h e r m a l l y f r a c t u r e d . Only two d i a g n o s t i c p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t t y p e s w e r e r e c o v e r e d : a Pedern a l e s p o i n t from t h e s u r f a c e a n d o n e D a r l b a s e from e x c a v a t i o n . N i n e 5 ' x 5 ' u n i t s were e x c a v a t e d .
These materials i n c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h t h o s e c o l l e c t e d by l o c a l
a m a t e u r s a t t h e s i t e p r e s e n t e d t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a p r i m a r i l y l a t e s e t t l e m e n t . O t h e r materials known t o h a v e come from t h e I t a p p e a r s l i k e l y t h a t t h e l a r g e amount of f l a k e s a n d f l a k i n g d e b r i s r e s u l t e d f r o m some s o r t o f workshop a c t i v i t y . The l o c a l g r a v e l d e p o s i t s would s u p p o r t e x t e n s i v e l i t h i c a c t i v i t y . T e s t e x c a v a t i o n s a t t w o o t h e r s i t e 4 1 F Y 5 7 , a n d 4 1 F Y 6 1 d i s c l o s e d s i m i l a r o c c u r r e n c e s a n d may i n f a c t d e l i n e a t e a f a i r l y common p a t t e r n i n t h a t s i t e s on g r a v e l terraces i n F a y e t t e County t e n d t o h a v e l i t t l e d e p t h a n d are p r i m a r i l y o f a workshop n a t u r e .
Because of its l o c a t i o n , i t w a s f e l t t h a t P a l e o I n d i a n a r t i f a c t s m i g h t be found. Such was n o t t h e case.
I n c o n c l u s i o n , t h e s i t e p r o v e d t o be a d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .
